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Ahadith were recorded during the 
lifetime of Muhammad 
BY 
Dr. M. Z. Siddigi, 
H.A., M.A., B.L., Ph.D. 


Sir Asutosh Professor of Islamic Studies 
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY 
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Ahadith were recorded during the lifetime 
of Muhammad 


The science of Hadith is one of the most important Islamic 
sciences. It is one of the most important sources of Islamic theology 
and of Islamic law. It has influenced, a great deal, the develop- 
ment of the dogmas of Islam, and its study had been one of the 
most important causes of the origin and development of many 
branches of Arabic literature, like History, Biography, Geography, 
Lexicography, the collection of the ancient Arabian poetry, etc. 
Many of the ‘foreign sciences’ also like Medicine and Philosophy, 


‘etc. could not escape the influence of Hadith As a matter of 


fact Hadith together with the Qurin, as Wiistenfeld has observed, 
had been the basis of all the scientific activities of the Arabs under 
the Abbasides' 


With regard to the science of Hadith, one of the most impor- 
tant problems is to determine the period when they had been, first, 
recorded, Were any appreciable number of them recorded during 
the lifetime of Muhammad, or all of them had been preserved, 
for one hundred years, by memory only, and very few of them, 
if any, had been recorded before a century after the death of the 
Prophet of Islam ? 

On the solution of this problem depends, toa great extent, 
the reliability of a large number of Ahddith and the authenticity 
of many of the important theological, legal, social and political 
principles of Islam. A large part of the structure of the various 
Islamic sciences would stumble down, if the mass of Ahiddith on 
which they are based, are proved to depend on the mere memory 
of the Muslims for about a century. 


The solution of the problem, however, is extremely difficult. 
The Ahadith, closely relating to the subject, appear to be contra- 
dictory. The early Muslim divines like al-Darmi® al-Khatib al- 





4 Arabischen Academien, pp. 1-2. 
* The Sunan, Int. 
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Baghdidi,t Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr?and others, who have collected 
together a large amount of materials on the subject, haye failed 
to pronounce any definite opinion. And the later Muslim schol- 
ars seem to have made no difference between recording of Ahadith 
and their collection. 


Among the European scholars, Sprenger, who rightly claims 
to be the first tomake a critical study of Hadith during the modern 
times, is of opinion that Ahadith were recorded during the life- 
time of Muhammad. Goldziher who followed Sprenger, with a 
rich treasure of Knowledge, has proved it to the hilt that Tradi- 
tions were written down during the lifetime of the Prophet. 


A close study of Hadith-literature and of the subjects connect- 
ed with it, clearly shows that many of the companions had their 
Sahifas in which they had collected the reports of the sayings 
and of the doings of their master. ‘Abdullah b ‘Amr b. al-‘As 
wrote down all that he heard from Muhammad® and collected a 
thousand of his sayings in a Sahifa which he called al-Sidiqa * 
It had been seen with him by al-Mujihid * and came in possession 
of Shu‘ayb, a great-grandson of ‘Abdullah, after his death." 
Abu Bakr the first Caliph is reported to have in his possession a 
collection of five hundred Ahadith which he is said to have des- 
troyed because he feared that he might have accepted some 
Hadith from some unreliable persons.’ ‘Ali, the son-in-law of 
Muhammad, had in his possession another Sahifa which contained 
certain laws.* Another Sahifa is reported to have been in 
possession of Samura b. Jundab which, according to Goldziher, is 
identical with his Risala to his son, which contained many 
Ahddith ® Jabir b. ‘Abdullah had another Sahifa the contents of 
which had been related at a later period, by Qatada.!0 ‘Ubada b. 


+ J. A. S, B. vol, 25, pp. 303—329 ; 375—381 

* Jamiu Bayan al-‘Iim, part, i, pp, 63—77, 

* 'Tabaqat b. Sad vol, 4, part ii, p. 7; Bukhari. Im, Kitabat, Tirmidhi, 
‘iim ; Musnad of A_b. H, vol ii ; pp. 164, 207, 215, 248, 

* Usudul-Ghaba, ‘Amr b, al-“As, 

* Tabagat b. Sad, vol. 4 part ii. p. 8 

* Muh, St. vol, ii, p. 10. 

* tT. Huffaz vol. ii, p. 5, 

* Bukhari, Diyat ‘A’gila. 

* Muh, St. vol. 2, p. 10. 

1° Ibid. 
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Sa‘d had another Sahifa out of which his son reported certain 
practices of Muhammad.! Bukhiri has reported in his Sahih a 
Hadith which according to him had been originally related from a 
book of ‘Abdullah b. Abi Aufa.? ‘Abdullah b, ‘Abbaésappears to have 
collected Ahidith in more than one book, for al-Tirmidhi reports 
in his Sunan, that some one from al-Taif brought one of his books 
and read it with him.® He is also reported by Ibn ‘ Abdil-Barr to 
have left after his death so many books as might suffice as a load 
for a camel.* 


These books were used later on by his son ‘Ali.® It is from 
these books of Ibni ‘Abbas that al-Wagqidi must have drawn 
some of his materials as it is shown by a passage quoted in the 
Mawihib.° Abi Hurayra also, however, is reported to have writ- 
ten down some Hadith probably at a later stage of his life. These 
written Hadith, he showed to Ibn Wahb? and to Umayya-al- 
Dumari.* The Sahifa of Humaim which is based on the reports of 
Abii Hurayra is well-known.’ 


Over and above the reports that we have received with 
regard tothe Shaifas and books written by the companions of 
Muhammad and their students we have also received many reports 
of the writing down of astray Hadith by them. One of the 
Angirs, according to a report in the Sunan of al-Tirmidhi, com- 
plained to Muhammad of his weak memory and was advised by 
him to take the help of his right hand (i. e. writing).1° Al-Rafi‘ 
(also called abi Rif‘) another companion, also secured the 
permission of Muhammad to write down the Hadith.?? One Abi 
Sh&h hearing Muhammad’s orations in the year of the conquest 
of Mecca, requested him that it might be written down for him 





‘ al-Tirmidhi Ahkam, Babul-Yamin-1-Maal-Shahid, 

* Jihad, al-Sabr‘alal-qital, 

® al-Tirmidhi, ‘Hal, 

* Jamiu Bayan al-Ilm part i, p, ? 

* T. b. Sa'd vol. 5, p, 216, 

*J A. S_B, vol. 25, P. 380, 

’ Fathul-Bari, vol. 1, p. 184. 

* Jami'u Baiydnal-‘Ilm part i, p. 74. 

o Beene as vol, I, No, 574, Cf, Musnad of b. H. vol, 2, pp. 
12—318, 

9 al-Tirmidhi llm, 

+» Tahdhibul-Tahdhib, vol. 3, p. 440, 
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and his request was granted.? ‘Utban Ibn Malik, an Ansari liked a 
Hadith so much that he wrote it down.” 


Apart from these Sahifas and books a few more of which 
may be added to the above list by further research and over and 
above the astray Hadith which are reported to have been written by 
the companions at theirown sweet will, some of which may not be 
genuine and some of which may be proved to be indentical with one 
another, Muhammad himself had dictated laws with regard to 
the poor-tax® the prayers and fasts,4 alms and blood-money,° etc. 
One document containing laws with regard to the alms 
which had not been sent to the officials was, found after his death, 
attached to his sword, ana came in possession of his successors.” 


There are of course traditions which forbid the writing of 
anything other than the the Qurin generally, and of the Hadith 
particularly. Abu Satid Sa‘d Ibn Malik al-Khudri, Zaid, the son of 
Thabit, the scribe of Muhammad, and Abi Hurayra, have related 
such traditions.?. Many other ‘companions’ and many TAbi‘un are re- 
ported to have disliked and discouraged the writing of Hadith the 
names .of ‘Umar, ‘Ali, ‘Abdullih b. Mas‘tid, ‘Abdulli b. ‘Abbas, 
‘Abdullah. b. ‘Umar, Abii Masa, Ibn Sirin, Dahhik, ‘Abida, 
Ibrahim; Ibnul-Mu'tamar, Auzi‘i, ‘Alqama, Ubaydullah b, ‘Abdi- 
lah, al-Uyayna have been particularly mentioned in this connection. * 

Some of ‘them, ¢. g. ‘Ali and Ibn-i-‘Abbis are, as we 
have already seen, also reported to have written some Hadith and 
possessed Sahifas and books ; some of them like Dahhak, 
Ibrahim and ‘Alqama are said to have objected to the writing of 
Hadith in the form of a book and not to making such notes of 
them as might serve as help to the memory, and some like ‘Abdul- 
lah Ibn Mas‘ud and Ibn-i-Sirin are said to have been against their 
writing it in every form.® 





* Bukhari, lim. 
* J. A. S. B, vol. 25. 
* al-Darqutni pp, 204, 209, 485. 
* Tibrani, p. 217. 
* Kanzul-‘Ummal, vol, 3, pp. 186-7. ‘I. b. Sad ; vol. i, part 2, p. 19, al- 
Darmi, p, 293, 
* Abu Diiad, Zakat-ul-Saima. 
* Musnad of A, b, H_ vol, 2, p. 403, vol. 3, p. 13; vol. 5, p. 183 al-Darmi 
p. 64, ef seg ; Muslim, Zuhd. 
* Jami‘u Bayan-al-llm pp 63—68; J A, S. B., vol. 25, 
* alDirmi, p 64, ef seq 
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The Muslim doctors have tried to explain this apparent 
contradiction between these various Ahadith, in various ways. Ibn 
Qutayba in his Tawil-u-Mukhtalifil-Hadith (pp. 365-366 says that 
either the prohibitive Ahadith belong to the earlier period of the life of 
Muhammad and are cancelled by the later permissive ones, or the 
prohibition was meant only for such ‘companions’ as were not 
well-trained in the art of writing, and such of the ‘companions’ as 
could be relied upon to write correctly were allowed to write 
Hadith also. Al-Nawawi in his commentary on the Sahih 
of Muslim (kitabul-Zuhd) has offered many other explanations. 

We know, however, that though the art of writing was in- 
troduced into Arabia sometimes earlier than the birth of Muhammad 
and Arabic prose works were not entirely unknown to the Arabs 
before him,? yet neither the art of writing nor Arabic prose work 
had been popular in that peninsula, before the advent of Islam. 
Before Islam in the whole of Mecca, the most advanced town in 
Arabia only seventeen persons knew how to write.? In Medina 
where the influence of the Jews, who are said to be the teachers 
of the Arabs in this art, had been considerable, the number of the 
Arabs who knew the art of writing was less than a dozen, only 
nine being mentioned by Ibn-i-Sad in his Tabaqit.’ He also says 
that writing was rare in Arabia before Islam and that it was con- 
sidered a great distinction among the Arabs to know it ; that such 
of them as combined the knowledge of the arts of writing, of 
swimming, and of archery was knownas Al-Kamil, the perfect.* It is 
also stated that Dhul-Ruma, the last Mukhadrim poet of Arabia 
concealed his knowledge of this art on account of the fear of public 
opinion against it® ‘‘The Beduines”, says Goldziher “ despise 
reading, and writing even to-day.°” 

Muhammad did a good deal towards making this art popular 
among the Arabs. It could not have been without his efforts that 
such Muslims as came under his control at an early age, like 





* Muh, Stu. vol. 2, pp, 204-5 ; sid A. S. B. vol. 25, ‘pp. 375 et seq. 

* Futuhul-Buldén pp. 477-80, 

® ‘These nine are:—1, Abu “Abs, 2, Ubayy b. Ka’b, 3. ‘Abdulléh b 
Rawéha, 4, Aus b, al- Khauli, 5. Mundhir b. ‘Amr, 6. Usayd b. al- Hudayr, 
7. and his father, 8. Sa‘d b. ‘Ubada, and 9, Rafi b. Malik. 

*'T b, Sad Voi, 3, pt. 2, p. 91. 
* Kitabul- -Aghdni, Sep ae p. 121, 
* Mub Stu, vol, J, p, 112, 
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"AM, ‘Abdullah ‘Amr b. al-‘Ag, and ‘Abdullah b ‘Abbas, learnt the 
art of writing. He asked ‘Abdullah b Said b al-‘Asi, the Meccan, 
to teach the art of writing to the people of Medina.1 He ordered 
Shifa’, the daughter of ‘Abdullih to teach this art to Hafsa one of 
his wives.2. He declared after the battle of Badr, that each 
of such prisoners of war as was too poor to pay the required 
ransom, and knew the art of writing could gain his liberty by 
teaching the art to ten Muslim children.*.. It was from one of 
these prisoners of war that Zayd b. Thabit, the trusted scribe of 
the Qurin had learnt this art. It could not have been without the 
suggestion of Muhammad, however, that ‘Ubida b. al-Samit 
taught the Qurin and also the art of writing to some of the 
Ashabul-Suffa one of whom presented him with a bow.* 


Indirectly also, Muhammad played an important part in 
making the art of writing popular among the Arabs, by establishing 
among them a moré Or less regular state which necessitated the 
writing of treaties with the various tribes, letters to the various 
chiefs, orders to the state officials, and laws for conducting the 
affairs of the state. \WVe have received reports stating that his 
immediate successors made the knowledge of writing compulsory 
in the schools established by them. 


Muhammad, therefore, cannot be said to have “an aversion 
towards the scribes”. His sayings prohibiting the writing of 
Hadith, particularly, or of any thing other than the Qurin 
generally, which are weaker and fewer than the permissive Hadith 
must have been either based on the general unfavourable public 
opinion prevailing in Arabia at the beginning of his prophetical 
career or on the possibility of their being mixed up with the Quran 
about the purity of which he had been so careful, As soon as he 
found that these dangers were over he permitted that Hadith and 
things other than the Quranalso might be written. The date of one 
of the Hadith reported in the Sahih of al-Bukhéri i. ¢. the per- 
mission to write the oration of Muhammad for Abu Shah, in the 
year of the conquest of Mecca, favours the view that the permissive 





» Usudul-Ghaba. ‘Abdulla b. Sa‘id b, al-‘Asi (vol, 3. p. 175) 
* Futuhul-Buldan p, 477, i 

* T, b. Sad vol, 2 pt. 1p, 14. 

* Abu Da’ud Buyu', Kasbul-‘Ilm, 
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Hadith are later in date than the prohibitive ones, and therefore 


“= 


cancel them. The dictation of certain laws already referred to, 
also supports this theory. The attitude of ‘Umar I towards the 
collection of Hadith, also shows that the prohibitive sayings of 
Muhammad were not in force at that time. 

It is reported that ‘Umar I thought of collecting Alidith. 
He consulted the other companions about it. They unanimously 
advised him in the affiemative. He considered the matter for a 
whole month and invoked the help of God in this decision. But 
in the end he decided in the negative because he feared that it 
would cause the negligence of the Qur'an by the Muslims. 
It is extremely improbable that in spite of the prohibition by 
Muhammad, ‘Umar would have considered the matter seriously for 
a whole month, that_all the ‘companions’ unanimously would have 
advised him in favour of collecting the Ahadith, and ‘Umar 
himself while giving his own decision contrary to their unanimous 
advice, would” have come forward with his fear of the negli- 
kence of the Quran instead of quoting the sayings of Mulhammad 
in favour of his decision. 

Such European orientalists also as have made a serious critical 
study of the subject, as I have already said, hold that some 
Hadith were written down during the very lifetime of Muhammad. 
Dr. A. Spenger, the late Principal of the Calcutta Madrasa, 
Says: 

“Tt is generally believed that the traditions were preserved, 
during the first century of the Hijra, solely by memory. 
European scholars under the erroneous impression that ‘ Hadda- 
thani (I have been informed by), the term by which the 
traditions are usually introduced, are of opinion, that none 
of the traditons, contained in the collection of Bukhari had 
been written down before him, This, however, appears to be 
an error. Ibn ‘Amr and other companions of Muhammad 
committed his sayings to writing and their example was followed 
by many of Tabi’is.”? 

The same laborious and learned orientalist, in his  in- 
structive article on “the origin and progress of writing down 


1Life of Muhammad, pp. 66-67. 
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historical facts’ published in the 25th? volume of the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal while discussing” the pros 
and cons of the problem says : 

“There were nevertheless some men even among the 
theologists and _traditionists who from the the earliest time wrote 
down the information which they wished to preserve. The 
most impoctant among these are Abdullah 9b. ‘Amr, Anas b. 
Malik, and Ibnul ‘Abbis who were companions of the Prophet 
and preserved more records of him than any one else. The 
Hadith of ‘Abdullah, and Ibn * Abbas. were preserved by their 
family in writing.” 

Ignaz Goldziher’ one of the most distinguished orientalists 
and a thorough critic of Hadith, in his ~ Muhammadnische, 
Studien’’ which like all his other works is extraordinarily rich 
in facts and is destined to remain a classical work on the history 
and criticism of Hadith literature, says: 

“The choice of the word ‘Matn (text) for the text of a 
Hadith as opposed to Isnid (the chain of authorities) can also 
serve as a proof of the falsity of the assumption that according 
to the opinion of the Muslims, originally the writing of Hadith 
was prohibited and it had been reduced to oral traditions only. 
It may be assumed that the writing of Hadith wasa very old method 
of its preservation, The aversion for writing them is the result 
of ideas which came into being at later times Such of them 
(Ahidith) as are said to have been preserved in writing already 
in the first century may be thought to constitute the oldest 
ingredient of Hadith materials. There is nothing against the 
assump ion that the companions and students wanted to guard 
the saying, and the decrees of Muhammad against forgetfulness 
by writing them down. How then, in a society in which the 
wise sayings of ordinary men were preserved in writing, the 
preservation of the sayings of the Prophet would be left to 
the mere chance of oral tradition? Very many ‘companions’ 
carried their Sahifas with themselves and out of them they 
conveyed their teachings and culture to their students. The 
contents of these Sahifis were called ‘ matnul-Hadith.”* The same 





TP, 380, 
* Muh. St. vol. 2, pp. 5-9 
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author in Chapter 7 (p. 195) of the same book says “such 
reports show that the Ashabul-Hadith, do not reject the theory 
that the sayings of the Prophet were written down in the earliest 
times. In fact we have been able to observe a series of state- 
ments on the existence of Tradition—Sahifas of some of the 
companions.” 

These numerous facts taken from some of the early authentic 
Arabic books, and the observations made by some of the 
most eminent European Orientalists who had made a thorough, 
close and critical study of Hadith literature and of the 
various problems connected with it, should suffice to convince 
even the most incredulous persons of the truth of the proposition 
that Ahidith were recorded during the lifetime of Muhammad, 
and the large number of the Sahifis should show what a large 
number of Abhidith must have been recorded during a very 
early period of the history of Islam. 
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